
aland@adamsfive.com 1

So You Want to Buy a pre-Owned
Composite Sailplane

Aland Adams
February 2008
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My suggestions for your consideration

A disclaimer
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Do a careful preflight

How has it been well cared for?
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Finish

Watch out for the cracks
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Canopy

How’s the fit?
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Canopy

Those pesky cracks…
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Wing root fittings

Check around the sockets for cracks
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Wing root fittings

Pins and sockets
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Main fittings

Rust, gouge and deep scratch free
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Controls

Clean and tight
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Landing gear
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Instruments - Radio

Is it what you want?
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New plumbing, 
wiring and easy 

disconnects
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Tow release(s)

They do have a service life
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Oxygen systems

15 years3 yearsCO-Composite  
(Aluminum lined Kevlar)

Indefinite5 yearsAL-Aluminum
24 years3 yearsHT-High Tensile Steel
Indefinite5 yearsAA-Standard Steel
LifeRe-TestCylinder Type
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Oxygen systems

Constant flow mask and flow meter
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Oxygen systems

Venerable A8A
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Trailers

How are the fittings and rigging tools?
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Trailers

Have the bearings and surge brake been serviced?
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Handling gear

Handy, helpful and hazardous
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Parts

Is there a source for spare parts?
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Documentation

Registration and Airworthiness
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Documentation

FAA documents
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Documentation

Airworthiness Directives
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Documentation

Technical Bulletins, Manuals & Logbooks

http://www.schempp-hirth.com/
(Technical Notes)

Schempp-Hirth

http://pik20.streckenflug.at/index
.php?inc=tm

PIK-20

http://www.grob-
aerospace.net/service-and-
support/g-103.html

Grob

http://www.streifly.de/home-
eng.html (Technical Info)

Glasflugel

http://www.nwi.net/~blanikam/b
a/serv01.htm

Blanik

http://www.dg-
flugzeugbau.de/index-e.html

DG

http://www.alexander-
schleicher.de/index_e.htm
(TN/AD)

Alexander 
Schleicher

URLManufacturer
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Documentation

Experimental -> Operating Limitations
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Insurance

Be ready – have the correct value
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Other Thoughts

If you buy it, do a fresh weight and balance
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Enjoy your bird!

Copies of presentation and article at:
http://adamsfive.com/soaring

Send comments and feedback to:
aland@adamsfive.com


